
 

           

 

 

Welcome back! 
It is so wonderful to have everyone back in school.  The atmosphere is just 
lovely and something I wish I could bottle.  So many happy and smiley 

faces and so many children ready to learn the next part of their 
journey.  Unfortunately, mother nature didn’t get the memo and 
we’ve had to battle several heavy showers this week, but that 
doesn’t put a dampener on our faces!  Just remember those coats 

(name them!)  please as they certainly will need them as we do like to get out in most weathers. 

Why does Attendance Matter? 
I attended my daughters Year 10 information evening on Wednesday evening and it was great to hear 
them talk about how we learn.  Did you know that learning looks like this? 

 

You may recall last year we introduced the Learning Pit.  Explaining that learning is meant to feel 
uncomfortable and takes time.  We learn in chunks, small bits that build over time and connect together.  
In just missing a day of school, your child missed 5 hours of learning and 5 chunks of learning for 5 
different subjects.  Without that important piece the next lesson will be even harder.  Now if that were a 
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week’s holiday and they’ve missed 25 hours of learning and interrupted the learning journey of about 13 
subjects.  That can’t be ‘made up’ easily.  Your child will have to work incredibly hard to try and keep up.  
The teaching team will of course do their best but it will be a huge effort. 

Sadly, I have already had holiday requests.  I can imagine you’re thinking, ‘it’s ok it won’t affect them it’s 
the start of the year.’  Learning builds year on year.  It’s our job to sequence it so it builds and most 
importantly sticks.  We refer back to previous learning because without doing that, it is forgotten.  So we 
build in retrieval activities because unless you come back to the knowledge or skill it is forgotten.  

This is Ebbinghaus’ Forgetting Curve.  It 
shows that we can learn something, 
but if we don’t come back to it over 
time then it is forgotten.   
 

You’ll know this from your own 
experience.  At Primary and Secondary 
school, you learnt heaps of things.  
Many of which you have now 
forgotten because you’ve not had to 
think about it.  The connectors in our 
brain now have weaken and 
disappeared.  It’s ok you don’t need it, 
but until your child has chosen their 
path they need it all to make an 

informed decision.  To find out what they are good and what interests them. 

We don’t want this for your child.  We know that ‘Every child can achieve’, it is our job to support them in 
that and we can’t do that if they are not here. 

So, I ask for you to think carefully before taking that day or week.  Each lesson really does matter. You 
may not understand why, but we have trained for years and have heaps of experience to know why.  
That’s our job.  Obviously, genuine illness is unavoidable but so many other things are.  So let’s make this 
year and the next the best it can be for our children, because they really do deserve it. 

 

The Department of Education has asked me to share a letter from the Prime Minister with 
you.  You can find it here: Prime Minister’s letter to parents and carers on Best Start in Life 
– The Education Hub 

 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/09/prime-ministers-letter-to-parents-and-carers-on-best-start-in-life/?es_c=E83257B3E74F941E3EC305114D84D7E1&es_cl=71C9A2D5AD3C3E8AE36E2D78BB80601B&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/09/prime-ministers-letter-to-parents-and-carers-on-best-start-in-life/?es_c=E83257B3E74F941E3EC305114D84D7E1&es_cl=71C9A2D5AD3C3E8AE36E2D78BB80601B&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1


 

 

 



Superstar Corner…                                             
Please don’t forget to send in photos of your child’s achievements 

LSFA News 

We hope everyone had a lovely summer!  The LSFA are now getting back into the swing of things, ready 

to raise money and make more great memories for our school again this year. 

LSFA Annual General Meeting 

The LSFA plays a vital part in our school community, and all parents are invited to attend the Annual 

General Meeting (AGM). This is your chance to hear and see how the funds you have helped to raise 

have been used for the benefit of the children at Luddenham. 

Date: Monday 22nd September 

Time: 7:30pm 

Venue: The Sun Inn, Faversham (lounge area to the left of the bar, through the front entrance) 

At the meeting we will discuss: 

• How much money and how the money was raised last year 

• A review of last year’s events 

• Plans for what we would like to spend money on this year 

• Upcoming fundraising goals for the year ahead 

• Which events will take place this year 

We are pleased to share that Mrs Vincett, the Headteacher, will be joining us for the AGM. We have a 

great relationship with the school, working together to ensure events run smoothly and that everything we 

do is in the best interests of the children. 

If you’d like more information about becoming a committee member or attending the AGM, please speak 

to Hannah (Chair of the LSFA) or email: Luddenhamschoolfriends@gmail.com. 

SAVE THE DATES – Halloween Discos             

• EYFS & KS1: Wednesday 29th October 3:30pm – 5:00pm 

• KS2: Thursday 30th October 3:30pm – 5:00pm 

More information will be shared soon! 
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Car Queue Reminders  

Following on from my email earlier this week. 

• Please do not arrive before 3.15pm for this afternoon's car queue and avoid 
blocking the lane. 

• Please stay on the road and not mount the 'apron' area as children and staff will be 
standing there. 

• Remember it is going to take a little longer for the first few days as our new families 
get used to the routines.  Be patient. 

• Remember to pull forward if you are the first car at the cones to allow the other 2 to 
fit in behind you. The front of your car may pass the wall, but we just need to get to 
the door.  See image below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Please avoid getting out of your car - use the layby just past the school to do up seat 
belts if you can. 

• Local roads are narrow and have many blind spots - Please SLOW DOWN and drive 
safely.   

• Remember to let Mrs Williams know in the office before 3pm if there is someone 
different collecting your child.  Call on 01795532061 or email 
office@luddenham.kent.sch.uk 
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Thursday 11th September  Year 6 Kent Test (only those who have 

registered in advance) 

Monday 15th September  Year R Meet the teacher 2:45pm – parking 

on site available from 2.40pm. 

 YR, Y1, Y2 Parent Phonics Meeting  5:00pm 

Tuesday 16th September Year 3 Meet the teacher                                     

2:45pm – parking on site available from 

2.40pm. 

Wednesday 17th September iRock Concert 9:15 am – parking on site 

available after car queue at 9am. 

 Year 2 Meet the teacher                                     

2:45pm – parking on site available 2.40pm 

Thursday 18th September Year 1 Meet the teacher                                   

2:45pm – parking on site available 2.40pm. 

Friday 19th September Year 5 Meet the teacher                                

2:45pm – parking on site available 2.40pm. 

Monday 22nd September Year 4 Meet the teacher                                     

2:45pm – parking on site available 2.40pm. 

Tuesday 23rd September Year 6 Meet the teacher                                 

2:45pm – parking on site available 2.40pm. 

Thursday 2nd October Flu Vaccinations – Whole School 

Friday 3rd October School Photos – Individual 

Friday 10th October Rangers Day 1 YR,Y1,Y2,Y3,Y4 & Y5                                           

World Mental Health day – Wear Yellow 

Tuesday 14th October Year 6 Share the Learning teacher    

2:45pm – parking on site available 2.40pm. 

Wednesday 15th October Year 2 Share the Learning teacher     

2:45pm – parking on site available 2.40pm 

Friday 17th October END OF TERM 

Monday 27th October  INSET DAY – School Closed                          

Rangers Day Y6 

Tuesday 28th October START of TERM. 

 

 

 

 



Recycling at Luddenham 

Don’t forget that we are collecting bakery items to be recycled.  Either pop into the main porch at the 

main office and drop them off in the bit before the main door or hand to staff in car queue.  Thank you. 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


